WAR  IN   GERMANY.                                  27
Here it is necessary to obseive, that the two Dukes of Mecklenburgh having been dispossessed of most of their dominions by the tyranny of the Emperor Ferdinand, and being in danger of losing the rest, earnestly solicited the King of Sweden to come to their assistance, and that prince, as he was i elated to the house ol Mecklcnbmgh, and especially as he was willing to lay hold of any oppoi tunity to bieak with the empeior, against whom he had laid up an implacable prejudice, was veiy ready and forwaid to come to then assistance
Theieasons of his quairel with the empeior were grounded upon the impeilalists concerning themsehes in the war of Poland, wheie the emperor had sent eight thousand foot and two thousand horse to join the Polish army against the Ling, and had theieby given some check to his aims in tlut war
In pursuance therefoie of his resolution to quanel with the empeior, but more paiticulaily at the instances of the princes abo~ve named, his Swedish majesty Lad landed the yeai before at Stiaelsund with about twelve thousand men, and having pined with some foices which he had left m Polish Prusbia, all which did not make thnty thousand men, he began a wai with the emperoi, the gieatcst in event, filled with the most famous battles, sieges, and extiaouhnary actions, including its wondei ful success and happy conclusion, of any wai evei maintained in the woild
The King of Sweden had aheady taken Stctin, Stiaelsnnd, Rostock, Wismai, and all the stiong places on the Baltic, and began to spiead himself in Germany, he had made a league with the French, as I obseived in my stoiy ot &<i\ony, he had now made a ticaty with the Duke of Biandenbuigh, and, in shoit, began to be tenible to the empiie
In this con]ec tin e the ompue called the geueial diet of the empire to be held at liatisbon, wheie, as was pietended? all sides weie to tieat of peace, and to join foices to beat the Swedes out of the empne Ileie the empcior, by a most exquisite management, biought the affairs of the diet to a conclusion, exceedingly to his own advantage, and to the farthei oppiesbion oi the piotcstants, and in particular, in that the wai aganut the King of Sweden was to be turned on in such a manner that the whole burthen an<J